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About Me

• A. Matt Francis 

• mattfrancis@ieee.org

• 2024-2025 Director

• Ozark Section (EAST)

Matt is founder and President/CEO of Ozark Integrated Circuits, Inc, where he leads development of high-temperature 
semiconductor computing solutions for energy, defense, aerospace and space applications.   Dr. Francis is an expert in the scalable 
design, manufacturing and assembly of extremely reliable single-board computers, from silicon/silicon carbide semiconductors to 
advanced packaging, ceramics and test for reliability – including their complex supply chains.  Under his leadership Ozark IC has been 
recognized as a leader in rugged computing devices, with 36 SBIR awards from DOE, NASA, USAF, DARPA and NSF, wins in the 
MassChallenge accelerator Gold Award (2020), the Army XTech Hypersonic Manufacturing Prize (2022), the American Made 
Geothermal Prizes (2021-2023) and as the 2023 Arkansas Business Innovation Pacesetter.  Dr Francis  served as a remote payload 
specialist for Ozark IC’s payloads on the International Space Station (2019-2021), and earned BSEE (’03), BS Physics (’04), MSEE (’07) 
and PhD (’09) degrees from the University of Arkansas. 

• Previous Roles: HKN Student Branch Chair, IEEE Student 

Branch VP,  Chair Ozark Section,  East Area Chair

MGA Geographic Unit Operations Committee, MGA N&A 

• Current Roles: Audit Committee, Employee Benefits, 

Industry Engagement Committee, 

MGA VP Governance AdHoc (Chair), MGA VP Sections   

Congress Adhoc

IEEE President AdHoc on Students

mailto:mattfrancis@ieee.org
http://www.ozarkic.com/


What is IEEE?

• IEEE is a 501c3 incorporated in New York

• IEEE is a worldwide organization with ~480,000 members!

Mission statement

• IEEE's core purpose is to foster technological innovation and excellence for the 
benefit of humanity.

Vision statement

• IEEE will be essential to the global technical community and to technical professionals 
everywhere, and be universally recognized for the contributions of technology and of 
technical professionals in improving global conditions.
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https://www.ieee.org/about/vision-mission.htm

https://www.ieee.org/about/vision-mission.htm


Region 5

•~24,000 Members

• Elected Positions: Director-Elect, Director, Past Director

• Voting and non-voting positions

• 27 Sections
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North East South West

Kansas City Arkansas Central Texas Black 
Hills (sub)

Oklahoma City Arkansas River 
Valley

Corpus Christi Denver

St. Louis Baton Rouge Dallas El Paso

SW Missouri Beaumont Fort Worth High Plains

Tulsa Lafayette Galveston Bay Panhandle

Wichita New Orleans Houston Pikes Peak

Rolla (sub) Ozark Lone Star South Plains

Shreveport Rio Grande 
Valley(sub)

Freeport (sub)

https://r5.ieee.org/areas/north-area/
https://r5.ieee.org/areas/east-area/
https://r5.ieee.org/areas/south-area/
https://r5.ieee.org/areas/west-area/
http://ieee-kc.org/
https://www.ieee.org/arkansas
https://r5.ieee.org/ctx/
https://webinabox.vtools.ieee.org/wibp_home/index/R5005301
https://webinabox.vtools.ieee.org/wibp_home/index/R5005301
http://ieeeokc.org/
https://ieeer5.staging.wpengine.com/arv
https://ieeer5.staging.wpengine.com/arv
http://ewh.ieee.org/r5/corpus_christi
https://ieee-denver.org/
http://site.ieee.org/stlouis/
http://site.ieee.org/baton-rouge
http://site.ieee.org/dallas/
https://webinabox.vtools.ieee.org/wibp_home/index/R50020
http://ewh.ieee.org/r5/beaumont
http://site.ieee.org/fortworth
https://webinabox.vtools.ieee.org/wibp_home/index/R50053
https://webinabox.vtools.ieee.org/wibp_home/index/R50031
http://ewh.ieee.org/r5/lafayette
http://site.ieee.org/gb/
http://site.ieee.org/panhandle/
https://ieeer5.staging.wpengine.com/wichita/
http://site.ieee.org/neworleans/
http://site.ieee.org/houston/
http://ieee.org/go/pikes-peak-section
http://site.ieee.org/ozark
https://r5.ieee.org/lonestar/
https://webinabox.vtools.ieee.org/wibp_home/index/R50029
http://ewh.ieee.org/r5/shreveport
http://www.ieee.org/go/rgv
http://www.ieee.org/go/rgv
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North, South, East, West EA 

Member**

All Section MD 

Chairs (or Section 

Chair if not 
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Area Chairs 

N / S/ E / W

Region 5 Committee  - ONE IEEE! 



Region 5 Priorities for 2024-2025

• Improving the Leadership Vitality of our 
Sections #LEADERSHIP

• Membership Development: Converting 
Students to Members (YP) #YP

• Growing Connections with Industry 
#INDUSTRY



Are we making an Impact?



Are we making an impact?



Are we making an Impact?

$180k grant from OnSemi- featured in Spectrum
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Are we making an Impact?



Kelly Smith, CEE

Jim Ramirez –
Corporate 
Development

Gerardo Barbosa 

IEEE Treasurer

Fred Schindler

2024 VP TA

Tim Lee

President IEEE-USA
Jen Castillo

Region 9 Director

Kathleen Kramer

IEEE President

Drew Lowery

VP Elect MGA
Jim Jeffries

HKN President Elect

Scott Tamashiro

Region 6 Director Elect





Stay tuned in!

• https://r5conferences.org

• Follow the schedule online!

https://r5conferences.org/


What are the impacts for 2025?

• The future of IEEE is ONE IEEE, and we are 
leading the way!

• Sustain and grow!

• LEAD in IEEE through collaboration – ONE 
IEEE!
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