
Do you have the spark to improve IEEE?
As part of the IEEE Region 5 meeting, we are inviting Section, Student, Chapters and Affinity Group volunteers
and leaders to pitch us new ideas!

● Do you have a program that has worked great and you want to take it to the next level?
● Do you have a completely new idea?

If YES - SparkTank is for you! Winners will be eligible for $500-$750 program grants

First- prepare a 5 minute
pitch presentation! The top 5
will be invited to present LIVE
at our Region 5 Congress in
Wichita on March 29th.
Enter here: Spark Tank Portal Entries
must be received no later than Friday
March 21st

Click the Blue Submit new abstract button at
the bottom of the page. indico.osieee.org
Account Creation required.
An example pitch to view is available to
view here
An example template for entries is here
(you are not required to use the template)

https://r5.ieee.org/member-opportunities/professional-activities-pace/
https://indico.osieee.org/event/2/abstracts/
https://youtu.be/cdDkqnv0mH8
https://youtu.be/cdDkqnv0mH8
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14YW_V8EH6tgEEfzy8-eiUX1FPjS6kY_Q?rtpof=true&usp=drive_fs
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14YW_V8EH6tgEEfzy8-eiUX1FPjS6kY_Q?rtpof=true&usp=drive_fs


Selected in-person presenters will pitch in front of a judging panel including the IEEE President, IEEE
Treasurer, and IEEE-USA President!

Entrants will be highly encouraged to continue pursuing their idea in cooperation with Region 5
through IEEE New Initiatives Funding which can range from $20k to $100k or more.
Judging will be based on the following metrics, which will include 10 additional points for the in-person pitches:

Grading Rubric for Spark Tank Pitches
Rank 1-
5

Local Novelty: Is it a new idea for the unit? 5
Global Novelty: Is it a new idea for IEEE? 5

How well does the pitch advance our goals?
Growing out Student to Young Professional
Pipeline 5
Growing leadership through IEEE Volunteering 5
Working with Industry 5

Is the first phase achievable in 6-9 months? 5
Is there a plan to scale beyond the unit? 5
Are quality partnerships proposed? 5

Does this proposal advance technology for
humanity? 5

Presentation: Fun and exciting? 5
Presentation: Used the time effectively? 5
Total 55

Spark Tank is open to members of all grades, and will be scheduled for the Afternoon of Saturday
March, 29th, to ensure that students participating in the annual competitions will have the chance to
participate!
Rules:
Only IEEE volunteer members in Region 5 are eligible to enter. Members of the Region 5 Executive
Committee (voting members) are ineligible from participating.
Entries must be submitted as power point or PDF by the indicated deadline for the first round.
Entrants must present in-person at the Region 5 meeting. Participants are responsible for their own travel
costs if not otherwise covered by their Region or Section, etc.
Judging will be performed by the Region 5 Professional Activities Chair (PACE) and winners will be required to
follow reimbursement guidelines for PACE projects, available here: program grants

https://www.ieee.org/about/corporate/initiatives.html
https://r5.ieee.org/member-opportunities/professional-activities-pace/

